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The Modernist  

City Model 

With The Charter of Athens (codified in 1933) 

CIAM proposed a radical reorganization of cities 
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The Advent of 

Suburbia 

In the USA: Massive 

Residential Relocation 

beginning late 1940s 



Development clustered close to the Train Station 

Everything within walking distance:  train, shops, homes 



















The new suburban highways (1940s) 

Land Use along the new suburban highways . . . Gas stations and ? 



Beach Blvd 

Beach Blvd., Huntington Beach, CA 

1959

1960s - Neighborhood-Serving Retail Follows 

the Housing to Suburbia.   

Beginning in 1950s, accelerating in the 1960s. Store 

setback w parking in front – 1960s. 



Downtown District  
to Linear Strip 



Downtown District  
to Linear Strip 

The Strip completely changed the pattern of community life for two generations 







CIAM Modernist City Experiment changed urban EVOLUTION to REVOLUTION 







Roadways and utilities 

Miles of Pavement Needed to Connect the Separated Uses 

Underground:  Miles of Pipe and Conduit to Distribute Municipal Services 





Cities were reorganized along the 
industrial principles of specialization 

and segregation of function. 
 

Business park 

Shopping Center 

Housing Subdivision 

Institutionalized in 20th 
Century City Zoning 



The City of Standardized parts 



The City of Standardized parts 
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•  Firms focus on using highly skilled 
people and computing power to 
invent new and improved products 
and services with increasing 
speed and creativity 







Innovation is a social process 

• 

• 



 
 

 

 

 











Leading examples:  
Pixar, 3M, Google  – 
offices designed to 
foster maximum 
interaction 





 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



Streetlife 

Public Spaces 

Density 

Transit 

Creative 
Class 

preferences 
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Does the Modernist City 
format still fit the needs of 
today’s economic activity? 



Foundations of the Recent 
Consensus 1950 - 2007 

1.  Demographics – uniform household structure 

2.  Cheap and abundant energy 

3.  Abundant, available and accessible land 

4.  Massive government subsidies - home mortgages, 

strip construction, highway construction 

5.  Assembly-line factory driven economy and wealth-

creation paradigm 

6.  Standardized lifestyles 

7.  Nostalgia - Recent generations of Americans 

learned to associate sprawl with America 



Foundations of the Recent 
Consensus 2008 - -  

1.  The Open Road 

2.  Demographics – uniform household structure 

3.  Cheap energy 

4.  Abundant, available and accessible land 

5.  Massive government subsidies - home mortgages, 

strip construction, highway construction & maint. 

6.  Fordist model of national economic development – 

based on consuming homes, cars, and home 

appliances. 

7.  Nostalgia - New generations of Americans learned 

to associate sprawl with America 



Source:  America Town: Building the 
Outposts of Empire, by Mark Gillem 



Foundations of the Recent 
Consensus 2008 - -  

1.  The Open Road 

2.  Demographics – uniform household structure 

3.  Cheap energy 

4.  Abundant, available and accessible land 

5.  Massive government subsidies - home mortgages, 

strip construction, highway construction & maint. 

6.  Fordist model of national economic development – 

based on consuming homes, cars, and home 

appliances. 

7.  Nostalgia - New generations of Americans learned 

to associate sprawl with America 





 
Segregated land uses + arterial roadway 

system – failing as a habitat 

Forces Undermining the Viability of the Modernist City: 

•  Poor Accessibility 

•  Rapid Consumption of Farmland, Natural Resources 

•  Acceleration of Climate Change 

•  Wasteful of Diminishing Fossil Fuel Reserves 

•  Increasingly expensive for families 

 

 











The Modernist  

City 

The Basis of Our Half-Century Consensus  

Codified in 1933 in the Charter of Athens 



The Modernist  

City 

The Basis of Our Half-

Century Consensus  Codified 

in 1933 in the Charter of Athens 

?





Innovation is a social process 

• 

• 



 
 

 

 

 



  
Collaborative Economics, Mountain View, CA 

Research funded by the Irvine 
Foundation in 1998 has been 
repeatedly cited as the best 
source thus far on this 
question. 

Findings:  
The new basis of 

competitive 
advantage and 

the new nature of 
work requires a 
different kind of 

urban design 



Essential Principle:  Provide Settings 
for Interaction 

Publication by Collaborative Economics; Mountain View, CA  
 



Centerless Workplace  “Vital Center” 









Diffuse; Linnear Poly-nucleated 

To make our regions prosperous - as well as 

sustainable, we must NUCLEATE them 



These are not real centers 



Real Centers are concentrations of activity, synergy, and mix 

Source – ULI: Ten Principles for Reinventing America’s Suburban Strips  



Real Centers are concentrations of activity, 

synergy, and mix 

 

Real Centers are the Most Urban Districts in the City 



WALKABLE URBAN 
 

DRIVABLE SUBURBAN 
(SPRAWL) 



Real Centers are nodes 

of accessibility 

Real Centers are the crossroads of the 

community. 



Real Centers  

center around the 

neighborhood/city/region’s 

primary public and civic 

spaces 



. . . Nodes of accessibility that are exciting urban 

places of arrival and vitality  

Downtown Redwood City Precise Plan – “Depot Circle” 
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2. Revitalized Historic Downtowns 

SOURCE: City of San Leandro  
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Downtown Mountain 

View, CA 

Fenwick & West (expanded 

from Stanford Bus. Park) 

Castro Street shops Civic Center 

Parking facilities Transit & TOD Housing 

Served by Caltrain, VTA Light Rail 
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El Camino Real 
El Camino Real Today 



Pattern of City Centers 

1.  The pattern of retail will be transformed from linear to nodal 

2.  Plenty of land is left in between the centers that is unappealing for retail investment 

3.  The pattern of retail clusters sets up the primary framework for the restructuring plan 



Auto-oriented Transit (Park & Ride) Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) 













 

 









The 20th Century CBD and Business Park models no 
longer fit the needs of the innovation economy 



Separate Precinct 

The Workplace District remains out of synch 



 



 



 



 





Centerless Workplace  “Vital Center” 











Work is distributed among a 
highly connected network of 

specialized, collaborating partners







 



 



The New Model: Settings for Interaction, Serendipity 















 

 
 
 

 
 
 









Shopping Malls, Strip Centers, 

Big-box Retail 















Cities were reorganized along the 
industrial principles of specialization 

and segregation of function. 
 

Business park 

Shopping Center 

Housing Subdivision 

Institutionalized in 20th 
Century City Zoning 









The “creative class”  
craves vital centers 

  
 
 

Streetlife Public Spaces Transit 



Taking a break from the office cubicle (to look for ideas). 



Helsinki 







Nationally, “housing prices 

in walkable urban places 

have about a 40-200 

percent (three-fold) 

premium over drivable 

single-family housing. . . .  

. . . reflecting the dramatic 

shift in values that has 

taken place” 

Shifting Market Preferences 
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An aggressive “Complete Streets” approach:  “Transitional” expansion of 

pedestrian & bike realm outside of curb with colored asphalt topping, striping, 

signposts, and movable street furnishings:  Broadway, New York City (2008) 

Cities large and small are shifting away from 

automobility and towards amenity in public space 





Downtown Livermore in 2002: underperforming business and 

community image, low activity, not well connected to 

surrounding wine country 



204 

1st St. & Livermore Ave:  

Traffic island becomes a 

town green 



205 
“Winery Patio” streetscape, new plazas & interactive fountains 

Amenitized public realm: 



Minimum Densities Necessary to Support Mass Transit 



Diffuse; Linnear Poly-nucleated 

To make our regions prosperous - as well as 

sustainable, we must NUCLEATE them 





• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 





 
Segregated land uses + arterial roadway 

system – failing as a habitat 

Forces Undermining the Viability of the Modernist City: 

•  Poor Accessibility 

•  Rapid Consumption of Farmland, Natural Resources 

•  Acceleration of Climate Change 

•  Wasteful of Diminishing Fossil Fuel Reserves 

•  Increasingly expensive for families 
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THE SHIFT: 
Beginning in the mid-1980s:  

 
The forces of globalization, enabled 
by political change and by digital and 

telecommunications technologies, 
changed this system.  



Wrigley 



Work is distributed among a 
highly connected network of 

specialized, collaborating partners
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The Critical Role of Small Firms & 
Start-Ups in the Innovation Process 

Large firms innovate by purchasing small firms 

Over 100 including: 
Android, Picasa, 
Frommers, Zagat 

Over 30 including: 
Instagram 

Over 40 including: 
Siri 





Location of Creative Businesses



Location of Creative Workers











 





 

 



The “creative class”  
craves vital centers 

  
 
 

Streetlife Public Spaces Transit 



Source: Leinberger (2008) 



 
Add venues to meet before 

and after work  
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Critical to Success: Deliberately Assembling  
the Innovation Ecosystem 



Focus 
Exclusively on 
Attracting Big 

Vertically 
Integrated 

Firms 
 
 

Assemble An 
Innovation Ecosystem 
that Motivates 
Innovation & Attracts 
Innovators: 
•  A Dynamic Mix of Small/

Medium/Large firms 
•  Innovation Anchors 
•  Many venues that foster 

interaction & Echange 
•  Incubators, Accelerators 
•  Mix work, housing, shops, 

nightlife 





University Media Department in 22@ Barcelona Innovation District 















Sony’s Digital Media City 
Seoul, South Korea 
(2000 companies expected by 2015) 
 

Talent Magnet Districts center on nodes for 

interaction and exchange 

They will feature media with meaningful content. 



Focus Exclusively on 
Attracting Big, Vertically 

Integrated Firms 

Physically re-shape cities 
to attract and accommodate 

the needs of innovators 

+ 
Assemble knowledge districts 

that foster innovation and 
produce innovators 




