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Overview and Goals 
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What is Vulnerability & Adaptation? 

Managing Climate Risks 
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Actually, We Have 3 Choices 

   

Adaptation – What’s Involved? 
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Vulnerability-Adaptation Assessment 
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Vulnerability 

… depends on: 

E – Exposure 
S – Sensitivity 
RC – Response Capacity 
(ability to cope & adapt) 

Vulnerability of People & Things We Care About 

Actual Impacts = 

climate change + 

   on-the-ground    

   vulnerabilities 

Source: Tebaldi et al (2006) 

Actual Impact 

Source: Wikimedia Commons 
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Selected Findings from San Luis 
Obispo Social Systems Report 

Vulnerable Populations & Communities 
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Vulnerabilities to Floods, Erosion 

Vulnerability to Extreme Heat 
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Vulnerabilities to Wildfire 

Social Vulnerability – All Economics? Integrated View 
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Social Vulnerability – All Economics? Integrated View 

Vulnerable Economic Sectors 
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Vulnerabilities in Agriculture 

Factors Influencing Farmer’s 
Response Capacity 
Location 
Types and diversity of crops  and cattle 
Current farming practices 
Access to water resources, wells, and 
water rights 
Financial resources 
Diversity of income sources 
Access to flood and drought insurance 
Participation in farming cooperatives 
Access to and use of climate-related 
information 
Market-, policy-related, or legal 
constraints on farming 

Vulnerabilities in Fisheries 
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Vulnerabilities in Tourism 

Vulnerable Services: Water 
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Vulnerable Services: Emergency Response 

Preview of Days’ Discussions 
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Deepening Our Understanding 

Thank you for what you do! 
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Thank you! 


