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GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY 
AGENCY 

� “Groundwater sustainability agency” means one or 
more local agencies that implement the provisions 
of this part... 

� “Local agency” means a local public agency that 
has water supply, water management, or land use 
responsibilities within a groundwater basin. 



CALIFORNIANS NOT SERVED BY A PUBLIC 
WATER SYSTEM 

� Less 5-14 connections – state small 
systems 

� 1-4 connections – private wells 

� USGS Estimate - 2.5 million people not 
connected to a public water sytem 





MANAGING NITRATES 
� Drinking Water Standard - 45mg/l (10mg/l 

as N) 

� Action level @ 50% of standard – triggers 
additional reporting, monitoring  

� Public water systems will treat, blend or 
replace source at 80-85% of standard 
(36-38mg/l) 

� Agriculture – nitrogen is a basic crop need 
 

 



MCL = USEPA or CDPH maximum contaminant  
level regulatory threshold for drinking water 



NITRATE IN  
PUBLIC-SUPPLY  
AQUIFERS 

GAMA PBP 

Derived from 
GAMA PBP & 
CDPH data 



NITRATE, WELL DEPTH, AND LAND USE 

Urban 
Agriculture 
Forest 
Grass/shrub/rock 

Derived from GAMA PBP,  
GAMA DWP & USGS NWIS data 



WHAT’S “UNDESIRABLE” AND WHO DECIDES? 

Significant and unreasonable…. 
� Lowering of groundwater levels 

� Reduction of groundwater storage 

� Seawater intrusion 

� Degraded water quality 

� Land subsidence 

� Surface water depletions 



SGMA REQUIREMENTS: PUBLIC 
PARTICIPATION 

� The groundwater sustainability agency shall 
encourage the active involvement of 
diverse social, cultural, and economic 
elements of the population within the 
groundwater basin”  

� Public hearing requirements at multiple 
junctures – GSA formation, plan adoption 
or amendment, establishment of fees  



SGMA REQUIREMENTS: STAKEHOLDER 
ENGAGEMENT 
�  The groundwater sustainability agency shall consider the interests of all 

beneficial uses and users of groundwater 

�  “A list of interested parties [shall be] developed [along with] an 
explanation of how their interests will be considered” 

�  “The groundwater sustainability agency shall make available to the 
public and the department a written statement describing the manner 
in which interested parties may participate in the development and 
implementation of the groundwater sustainability plan”  

�  “Any federally recognized Indian tribe… may voluntarily agree to 
participate in the preparation or administration of a groundwater 
sustainability plan or groundwater management plan … A 
participating tribe shall be eligible to participate fully in planning, 
financing, and management under this part”  

 



 
 
White paper on 
stakeholder 
engagement – best 
practices, case 
studies 

 Community Water Center   
 Clean Water Fund 

 Union of Concerned Scientists 
 



BENEFITS OF STAKEHOLDER 
ENGAGEMENT 

� 1) Improve outcomes 

� 2) Optimize resources 

� 3) Build broad support and reduce conflict 



IMPROVE 
OUTCOMES 

Case Study:  

Tulare Lake Basin 
Disadvantaged 
Community 
Study 



OPTIMIZE 
RESOURCES 

� Leverage 
additional funding 
sources. 

� Establish new 
partnerships. 

�  Increase resource 
efficiencies. 

� Promote better 
science, innovation 

Case Study: 

Consumnes American 
Bear Yuba (CABY) 
Regional Water 
Management Program 
 



BUILD SUPPORT 
AND REDUCE 

CONFLICT 
 

Pajaro Valley 
Water 

Management 
Agency 

�  Community Water Dialogue of Pajaro Valley 

Case Study:  

Community Water 
Dialogue of the 
Pajaro Valley 



ROADMAP FOR STAKEHOLDER 
ENGAGEMENT 

   

1) Stakeholder identification and Analysis 

2) Outreach and Communication 

3) Data Collection/Management and information 

sharing 

4) Decision-making and recommendations 

5) Adaptive management 
 

   



STAKEHOLDER 
IDENTIFICATION 
AND ANALYSIS 

 

Case Study: 

Sonoma Valley 
Groundwater 
Management Plan 



OUTREACH AND 
COMMUNICATION 

Case Study:  
North Coast Integrated 
Regional Water 
Management Tribal 
Outreach and 
Engagement 



DATA COLLECTION 
AND MANAGEMENT 

 

Case Study:  
Tulare Lake Basin 
Disadvantaged 
Community Water 
Study 



DECISION-MAKING 
 

Case Study: 
Inyo-Mono Integrated 
Regional Water 
Management Program 



ADAPTIVE 
MANAGEMENT 

Case Study:  

Consumnes American 
Bear Yuba (CABY) 
Regional Water 
Management Program 



BEST PRACTICES AND RECOMMENDATIONS: 

ü Develop a communications plan to guide and 
measure outreach efforts.  

ü Give stakeholders  a role in decision-making   

ü Engage the public and stakeholders on their terms 
ü Renew your efforts on a regular basis 

 



THANK YOU! 

For more information, contact: 
 Jennifer Clary 
 Water Program Manager 
 Clean Water Action/Clean Water Fund 
 350 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza, Suite 200 
 Oakland, CA 94612 
 Tel. (415) 369-9160x311Jclary@cleanwater.org 


